i8a THE PRODUCT  OF LABOUR AS  SUCH

run at all; and if there were only one road and
one car in the world, it would be absurd to inquire
how much of the speed was due to the merits of
the engine, and how much to the character of the
road's surface. But if, the car remaining un-
changed, the surface of the road was improved,
and a speed was thereupon developed of thirty
miles an hour instead of twenty, we should, with
regard to the increment, at once be able to say
that it was due to the surface of the road, and was
not due to the engine. Conversely, if the road
were unchanged, but the car had a new engine,
and the speed under these conditions increased
in the same way, the increment would be evidently
attributable to the engine and not the road.

And the same observations apply to labour and
directive ability, whenever the operations of both
are essential to a given product. If the ability
and the labour were always inevitably constant,
and the product as to quality and amount were
similarly constant also, we could not say that so
much or so little of the effect was due to one
cause, and so much or so little to the other. If
there were in the world only a thousand ship-
wrights, and these men, working always under the
same director, always produced in a year one ship
of an unchanging kind, we could not say which
of its parts or how much of its value were due to
the man directing, and which or how much were
due to the men directed. But if for one year this
director were to retire and another was to take his